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WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
The life of an Iowa business- 
man was pleasant but un- 
eventful for 
Hans V. Tofte, 
He had al- 
ready lived 
through a 




been operating. He jumped 
inio it with the same enthusi* 


In Tokyo, he used a letter 
. > \ of introduction from Mac- 

Nider on the stationery of asm he had for his work in- 
A ’the Northwestern State espionage and unorthodox 


0 Portland Cement Co. of Ms warfare, 
son City. 1 

► "This will be presented fc | ALSO, starting- with a 
my good friend and fellow speech before a luncheon 
„ Lownsman, Lieut. Col. Hans group in Clear Lake, Tofte 
■ V. Tofte, presently at your launched a career as a public, 
headquarters," M a c N i d e r ' speaker that won him a wide 

wrote. ‘‘Col. Tofte can tell ■ reputation in the Midwest. 

series or ex- , and he n e e d e d an experi- you m his own story of some 
periences that i enced unc iercover agent to rather remarkable service in' 
would have handle planning and execu- World War II, a good part of: 
done credit to tjon of O p era tions for the which was spent in the' OSS 
nation’s b i g international 'under our, mutual friend, Bill 

Donovan, who "considered 
him one of his ablest and 


r&s 

Donovan MacNidcr 
Wartime record 


Lawrence of 
Arabia when the Danish-born 


he ‘‘would be available if you , 


Arabia wnen tne uanisn-Dorn j activity 

Tofte and his Iowa - born e , 

wife, Marlys, moved to Iowa l ■ TOFTE PASSED off the 
with the intention of living 
out their years in Mason 
City. 

. THEY HAD purchased the 
controlling interest in Kiipto 
Loose Leaf Co. in Mason 
City from Mrs. Tofte’s uncle, 

John Corsaut. Tofte was de- 
termined to be what he con- 
sidered a typical Midwestern 
businessman. He joined the 
Masons, the .Rotary Club, 
the American Legion, the 
Mason City Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Elks. 


’ ""'most valuable operatives." 

suggestions that he join the To fte has spent a 

CIA with the comment that'. s _ 


good part of his adult life in 


the Far East, particularly in 


get an emergency that is big ; M ^chui. ia and China> aru , 

would seem to have all the 
The outbreak of. the Ko- necessar y background to be 
rean War in June 1950 of definite service to you in 
brought a call from Wisner, ( | 1e present emergency. I 
P that he come to j lave j n h[ s abilities, his 
Washington, D.C. He left . and his resourse f u i. 

within hours andmn Wash- , ii£ f ss ^ nd ] commend him t0 

ington was told that sic y 0ur consideration for any 
considered this enieigc cy tas k s f 0r which you may feel 
large enough, and there wa a ■ eX p er i ence qualifies him." 
a need for a man with Tof-, j n a s j m ji ar letter to Maj. 


, , , . , . te’s experience and. particu- 

Through a mutual interest ( i ar iy hj S fluency in Chinese, 


in military affairs and be- 
cause of a mutual acquant- 
anceship through the late 
Gen. William (Wild Bill) 


Gen. C. A. Willoughby, who 


Of cours e, he was not 
billed as one of the super- 
spies of the CIA agency, but 
he could deal publicly with 
his danger-filled activities in 
the Danish underground in 
1940, his work in 194,1' and 
’42 with the British comman- 
dos in guerilla warfare in 
Burma, his entry into ! the 
OSS as an instructor and 
later as an operator in north- 
ern Africa and Yugoslavia, 
from 1943 through 1946. 

The gun-running activities 
from Italy to Yugoslavia 
were regarded as essential to 
the survival of 
the forces of 
Marshal Josip 
Tito, and Tof- 
te and a Capt, 

Robert Thomp- 


Japanese and Russian 

There were conferences at ' commented- 
the highest levels in govern ' 


for MacArthur, MacNider 


Doliovan, wartiine head oi. KttJ -ftgg.ft* “*> 
the Office of Strategic Serv- Hetense :. ecr . e ;, y . T 
cies (OSS), Tofte and his wife George C. Marshall, and Tofte 
v . „ . , r . .. oarppH tn arrant tn^ Assu?n- 


“TOFTE DID some out- 


o 


:*i 

... w , 

was in charge of intelligence |s on who , ; ;4 

■ shared the 

command | > ; V : • '• > - / 3 
were deco- ‘AW 

standing work in the last bigly ^ g 0 ^ aV i a 'n Tit0 
fracas for Bill Donovan, who government, and were award- 
rTends of* Gei'T -agreed to accept the assign- 1 told me only a few days ago ed the Lcgion of Merit by 
Hanfnra MnrNicler one of the ment — starting from scratch! that he considers him one of: tlie United Slates govorn- 
most diqlinguished citizens to build the CIA operation j [he besUn nhnost any ^ggiment with Donovan 'making 
lnuii , in Korea. He was to bci K y ,.,, nis < ^ penen , the presentation. 

But even in the first -$, a “ d j JJ JJSSc^irecilJ’ with 1 ^Thaf was’io be a one-year , Although decora t c d by 
months in Mason City Tofte G tJounlis MacArthur job for the CIA. but at Wis- litos government, Tof te 
was in contact with an old ' ® * " ncr's request it stretched on. made Tito one of tlie major 

friend from his OSS days, THERE WAS no time for (iirnngh 1952. and then there, targets of his remarks on 

r ",perin| projects", the Midwestern speaking cir- 

p..;is nf file world! ruil where lie warned that 
‘ ; j < i « i the Yngo J.ivi.m /'oriimiirn't 

r ;-;' r 'l of/ l rn r; ! could r,ot *e> r.il'id an ally. 

i l , :#*: r f i»r, »f| ' e i*? ;*!)' Iv4 ; ;i( 

• • !•> ^ fU', J*-'*! !>J J*Y ?> 

'•* « 1 iJ ’ r 


Frank ti. Wisner. Wisner delay. Tofte called his wife Wl . r ,. ..tin-r 
hud become the head of the In Mason City, told her to ; n , , ;i> 
clandestine operations nf the-pack his clothes, that he was 
recently created Central 1 ff to the Far Fast and would ; : 

Intel'igenco Agency (CIA), mt have time in return to (< :••' 

1 ••>' ». , 5 ' 

14- 
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Tofte told his audiences of 
the ringside seat he had of 
two totalitarian invasions in 


Europe. The an fiAPW§yeft For' Release 2003/13/02 : ClA^RDP76-OOOOfR0OtMfl| 


money broker and industrial- come "to CIA headquarters 
ist, Piero Calcina. where he was grilled for 

:iA^DP76-OOCOfROOQ4flte§60^6n^ k on tllG ?']??*!! 


. % . 

■ V "v y V \ ^ v > / 


Austria when Hitler's forces • 

invaded and Tofle, who had- 

been in Austria skiing, was *' ’ 

recovering from a broken '• ,*■* 

ankle. He watched the in- ^ ' y £ 

vasion under guard from a 

Vienna hotel room. , W ’ , 'V »*'' 

THE SECOND time was in K;?- ./’A ‘ j 

his native Denmark, and that . v^V.,. / 

time Tofle was in physical /:'■ 

shape to try to do something v / 

about it. Within 72 hours he H v 

was in the Danish under- . . 
ground, and after a number .... ->w'vV 
of dangerous missions he ,‘j? :*; • ]%% if. x i ’ ; j • 
made his way across Ger- I»;-!*7.’-Y ff . - : M? 

• many and France with a \j W 

German - approved passport - V s 

listing him as a German. HANS V TOFTE 

Tofte was only "on leave . rrA 

of absence” during that 1954 From Iowa io ClA 
to 1957 period, and there |' 


. -Va would have seemed out of J?.*** 'tolatton in having 

\ this world, unbelievable," CIA papers at home, 

t'.'vl Tofte explains it now. HE CONTENDED that 

; ' All of that changed when most of the top officials took. 

A? V " they met in New York and papers home with them, and 
: ‘ Washington in 1943 after she that it was a fluke or a. 

•'i ■ v*' y had fled from China with planned effort to trap him 
, . / - her daughter just before the that resulted in the Slocums 

/ j Japanese invasion and had coming to the home. 

^ ;i "/ * rji d jy° r « d £ a ' cina - Thc y court ‘ Mrs. Tofte has reported to 
ed while Tofte was preparing policc that $20 ,000 in jewels 
. / to gain his United States was missing from the home 

^ J c'ttzcnship, and while he was j n the same period of the, 

-A scrvi "6 as an instructor in CIA visits, and that there is | 


listing him as a German. HANS V TOFTE* They were marri . cd A P ril Tofte contends that the in- 

Tofte was only “on leave p , * , ri . The marriage has vasion of his home was “an 

of absence” during that 1954 trom lowa to UA lasted 22 years, and meant outrageous invasion of pri- 

to 1957 period, and there — travel to all parts of the vacy” and that there is no 

was one depressing period in top level in CIA should be wor ) d and , l on § periods of evidence of any compromise 
1956 when some officers in fired for having me around." anxious waiting. of CIA documents. He also 


the CIA Security Division 
raised questions about his 


He passed the lie detector THEY HAVE lived in lux- 


has indicated that the docu- 
ments were largely training 


ovaltv and indicated that tests without P r ° bldms - was ur - v ' and the hu S e foui " stor y papers S " 

hev believed he mieht be a clcarcd ' and despite the or- town house they moved into paperS ' 

Snviei 8 dcaI agreed to cOme back or, last week at 2362 Massachu- The controversy has upset 

' _ , , ‘ active duty with CIA in 1957 setts Av„ had served as the tke CIA, where it is known 

Tk °r t a • y°I. ked tp 1 after receiving letters and Urguayan Embassy. It would tnat Tofte was one of the 
I the bast Asiatic Co. of Co- telephone calls from Richard be surprising if the value is high ranking officials on 
Ipenhagen from 1929 to 1938, Helms, now the director of less than $250,000. some of the most sensitive ' 

j and had spent most of that ciA, and the late Frank . special projects in recent 

.period in China. It is the Wisner, then the head of the THE PRESENT stir around years in Africa, Asia and 
largest business firm in Co- clandestine- activities Tofte and the CIA resulted South America, 

penhagen, and Tofte's father ' from their move from a 

had been a sea captain with Mrs. Marlys Tofte wanted somewhat smaller but luxuri- UE HAD a key role in the 
the firm for years. n « more P ar t of the CIA and ous kome at 1667 nW. 35^ CIA success in Guatemala, 

The firm had offices all 110 more of Washington. She g t and he was in an important 

over the world, and Tofte was cor, t en t in Mason City post in the preparation for 

had no doubt that some where she had found many On July 23 Mr and Mrs the disastrous Bay of Pigs 
Communists had infiltrated friends, where she was near Kenneth Slocum and a real invasion Tofte was one of 
the company “just as Com- man y relatives. estate man came to the home those who warned against the. 

munists have infiltrated the Mrs. Tofte, born in Park- ™ h i T m« rh^wli 1 Bay ° f P ' 8 ' S ’ becallse of P oor 
branches of some large U.S. ersburg, reared in Aberdeen, Leister Mrs Tof ‘ te> mother and ba , d ™ orale ’ 

corporations in South .Amer- S.D., and Anoka, Minn., had aim !» ™ irk th fTmitu'c wf ,¥ s Llle r, ecords to say 

ica toda y” • als ° ^d an eventful life that ^ y ° U S °' ■ , ,, A 

r, 1 c included two nrinr mar- two poodles. Slocum, a CIA Also, at a time when CIA 

t.J.hil* M Wnrninwenri” riaces d 1 P employe, said he wanted to is- under fire in Congress, 

! t' oub !® t0 incompetence ages. Iook at a b asement apartment Tofte is one of. a handful of 

of some security people who she had dropped out of that was to be for rent. men who- could give chapter 

K “sodat™ wilhS S S^S'Va'r of Tp?? “ me «** lhat visit - 2* fff - *•}»» <* 

! Asiatic Comivinv as "a nos- , ner tntra year, ot a pre- Slocum or his wife went to the foul-ups that caused it. 

sih e rnnZin sr- P law course for a European a third floor den where Tofte the paralysis that hit CIA af- . 

isioie wommunisi. ^ trip with relatives. There she does his work and found ■ ter the incident, and the high 

j AS A RESULT of those met a young Marine captain, some papers and other l eve l efforts to change the- 

; suspicions, Tofte was asked Julian Brown. They were papers in a package wrapped records, cover up the facts, 

; lo come to Washington where : married and went to the far j n a bl a nket. | and avoid responsibility for! 


he underwent extensive cast, and it was there that T k„ *k„ ci „ 1 

“i! , “r r !™“ tirst 5aw h “- the 'pretense C th€y | 

I le tk'tector dear' my! | "THERE WAS no romance fo look at the house,! 

. r . ,trdr .v -i. il.i a.; afram. and hronrht wifh 1 


1 the disaster. 


L Although Tofte has lived) 
'with danger for more than' 


a tie detector "to clear my- again and broueht with them 2 5 years, it is unlikely that 

romrfanv ■ AS ' a< ‘ C now' "She was bardv Sof a 8 CIA security officer. Again be cve r dealt with anything 

Company for good. er tcens ^ut she' was al- tbe Toft « wcr e gone, and as explosive as the present 

At the time, he told some rcad v a G : ea , L d v in the in- Mrs - lister's attention was controversy, and from long 
of his interrogators that "if [ Gady 8 ^ a ^ lady ,n the in pulled away from Slocum’s experience the men at top of 
what you arc hinting at is iernauon£ u set, activities. The papers in the CIA know tbat Hans T °f te IS 

true then 1 am the most He also knew Marlys after third floor room were taken capable of creating great pro- 
clever foreign agent of all she divorced Brown and from the house, and Tofte blems for them - 
Limes, and everybody on the. married, a .weflUhv Italian was notified that he should He will go to the office of 


7 1966 


ms that "if tern y * 8 J ,,° y m ine in ' pulled away from Slocum’s experience the men at top of 

nting at is ternatl onal set. activities. The papers in the CIA know that Hans Tofte IS 

the most He also knew Marlys after third floor room were taken capable of creating great pro- 

;ent of all she divorced Brown and from the house, and Tofte blems for them. 

>ody on the' married, a .weflUhv Italian was notified that he should He will go to the office of 

j the security boss at CIA 
J Monday for a conference that 
i probably w i II determine 
■ whether the Tofte matter is 

Approved For Release 2003/12/02 : ClA-RDPyS-OOOOIROOO^C^MJSiSi'y °. r Aether it 

eiTiprs iTtFo a major expose of 

the nation’s big spy agency. 


